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Examiner: Catharine L. Anderson 



Title: ABSORBENT ARTICLE AND PROCESS FOR THE DIRECTED DRAINAGE OF 
FLUIDS RELEASED IN A LOCALIZED MANNER 
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Sir: 

Pursuant to Applicants' duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.56, Applicants 
wish to bring to the Examiner's attention the references listed on the attached PTO 
Form 1449. 



The undersigned attorney hereby certifies that the references cited on the attached 
PTO Form 1449 were first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in 
a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
statement. Accordingly, no fee is due. Nevertheless, the Commissioner is hereby 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as First Class 
Mail in an envelope addressed to: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, P.O. Box 1 450, Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1 450 

ON May 15, 2003 . 



SALLY A. LAW 



(Typed name p\ person making paper or fee} 





(SIGNATURE) 



SN: 09/855,045 
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authorized to charge payment of any additional fees due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17 or 
credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 23-2130. 

No representation is made, and no representation is intended, that more relevant 
material does not exist or that the order of presentation of these materials in any way 
reflects their relative pertinence. The references cited on the attached PTO Form 1 449 
are not intended to constitute an admission of any kind. Specifically, this presentation 
is not an admission that any of the items listed on the attached PTO Form 1449 are 
properly citable against the above-identified application. 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98, the references are listed on the 
attached PTO Form 1449 and copies are submitted herewith. 

It is Applicants 1 desire to have these references available in the record for both the 
Examiner and the public to review. Applicants, therefore, request that the Examiner 
review the entire disclosure of each reference and make all references of record. 

U.S. Patent Documents : 

3,559,650 Larson 

Foreign Patent Documents : 

DE 35 1 7 640 A1 Molnlycke AB 

0 214 867 B1 Johnson & Johnson 

WO 91/1 1 163 Procter & Gamble Co. 

WO 93/06804 Coloplast 

WO 96/00545 Procter & Gamble Co. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
Maria Raidel et al. 




Thomas D. Wilhelm 
Attorney for Applicants 
(Reg. No. 28,794) 
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